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JohN IV. ver. 23. 


The Hour cometh, and now 7s, when the 
true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth ; for 

the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 


him. 


Es E Words are Part of a Con- 
nm 


ference between our Bleſſed Lord 
and the Woman of Samaria at 

ax Jacob's Well; and particularly 
refer to a Queſtion of hers touching the true 
Place of Divine Worſhip; whether it was 
Mount Gerizim, as the Samaritans held; or 
the Temple at Feruſalem, according to the 
Religion of the Fezws. Our Saviour declared 
in favour of the latter; 77 worſbip, ſays he, 
Je know not what : wwe not what we wor- 
ſrip ; for Salvation is of the Jews: Hereby 
not only condemning the Defection of the 
lanaritans from the Jewiſh Church, and 
A 2 that 
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that impure Mixture of Idolatry and hez. 
theniſh Superſtition, with which their Con. Mis 
merce, and Affinity with the Aſ/yr:ans, hal Wi 
infected them, but alſo pronouncing the 
Jewiſh to be the true viſible. Church «< 
Gop; — Salvation is of the Jews. — I WL: 
their Cuſtody is the Law, and the Writing Wi 
of the Prophets; among them is the Prieſt: 
hood eſtabliſhed by Gop, and that Form cf 
Worſhip which he has appointed; and of che 
them is MESSIAH the CHRIST 
Out , Zion, therefore, ſhould go forth th 
Law, and. the Word 9. the 7. 0 RD frm 
; Jeruſalem *. 
But our Saviour, not content with ſetting 
her right in this particular (for new Con 
verts were to be made, not to Judaiſin, bu ſer 
Chriſtianity), acquaints her, that all-Diſputs Wi 
about Locality of Worſhip were frivolo Wl z' 
and unconcerning, ſeeing that Diſtinction d Ml 
Place, which had till then obtained for the | 
offering up of Sacrifices, and the more ſ-. WW vic 
lemn Celebration of Divine Worſhip, w 
upon the point of ceaſing, and the Time 4e 
hand, when Go p Almighty would be ſerved 
in a more free and unconfined manner, and 
that of the Heart ſhould be the only tri clu 
and acceptable Religion : — T be Hor 
.cometh, and now is, when the true Worſh- 
"I Fel e the Father in Spirit q We 


lar i 3. 


„ Truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to 
uorſbip him. 1 

o worſhip Gop in Spirit does here 
Wolainly denote in ward Piety and Holineſs, 


in Contra-diſtinction to the Ceremonial 
u law of the Fews, as it ſtood circumſtanced 
in its ſeveral peculiar Rites and Forms of an 
. outward Worſhip; as to worſhip him in 


Truth, relates to that fuller Diſplay of it in 
the Goſpel of ChRIST, who is indeed Truth 
in the very Abſtract, as he is Go p bleſſed 
for ever *; and, in his Perſon and Offices, 
as God-man, is the very Antitype and Sub- 
ſtance pointed at, and ſet forth, in ſo many 
figurative Repreſentations under the Law, 
of which they were the Shadows and Re- 
ſemblance only, and not the Truth itſelf. 


ln this Senſe, therefore, as The Law was 
u WY 21222 by Moſes, /o Grace and Truth came by 
Jesus CR IST Þ+. 

he But was not the Law then a ſpiritual Ser- 


vice? And was not Gop ta be worſhipped 
in Spirit and in Truth then as well as now? 


Yes, verily ; and 04” "i very Reaſon aſſigned 


ei by our Lo R b in the following Verſe, for 
that Gop 7s 4 Spirit; which Argument con- 
WY cludes as ſtrongly for ſpiritual Worſhip in 
„the former as in the latter Caſe ; and yet 
„ Vvithout any way leſſening the Propriety, or 


weakening the Force of it, as urged upon the 
Occaſion 
* Rom. ix. 5. + John i. 27. 
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[6] 
Occaſion before us z AS will appear in its pro- & 

per Figce. 3 
But may it not be aſked here, Wbenn eir 
was the Law a ſpiritual Religion? Ine th th 
Moral or Ceremonial Part of it? Be it au- e! 
ſwered, Both in the one and the other, . 
to the Aim and Direction of it. This ap. hic 
pears from the Ends aſſigned for its Del. 
very, two of which, as the moſt principal, ter 
and given by St. Paul, I ſhall briefly touch Her 

upon. | 

At, firſt, The Law (i. e. the Morl) 
was given as a Rule of Life, and to ſhey 
Men both their Sin, and their Duty: For WWhni 
ſuch was the Corruption and Blindneſs of ſom 
our Nature after the Fall, by the infatuating m 
Power of Sin, that the human Race had, in 
many Particulars, loſt the Diſtinctions of e 
mora} Good and Evil; nay, had erred in D 
| that great fundamental Point, the Knowlege 
| and Worſhip of the One True GOD: Aud 
therefore, in Reply to that Queſtion — 
Wherefore ſerveth the Law *? St. Paul an- 
ſwers, It was added becauſe of Tranſgreſ- 
ions. He elſewhere declares, that by tht 
Law ts the Knowlege of Sin ; and inſtances 
in himſelf for the Truth of the Affertion: 
I had not known Sin, but by the La; 
for. Thad not known Luſt, except the Law had 
aid, Thou ſhalt not covet Þ . 


Some 


( Gal. iii. 19. Rom. iii. av. f Rom. vii.) 


FM. 


40 BY 
Some of the Heathens have indeed ſaid 


any fine things on the Side of Virtue ; but 
eir Syſtems are all wretchedly defective, 


a 


a 

+ WE theirs could not but be, who neither knew 
. e Malady of human Nature, nor its Cure; 
» Way, were Strangers to the Love of Gop, 


-hich is the Foundation of all true Morali- 


7 , and grofily ignorant of his Nature and 
a Wtributes. Their Virtues therefore were, 
ch ſor the moſt part, of a political Nature, tal- 


ing well enough with the Intereſts of Ci- 


al) Wi! Society, but little perfective of the Soul, 
ew Ind oftentimes the Reſult of Pride and Self- 
For Whneſs, Humour, and affected Singularity: 
; of eme Virtues were paſſed over by all, and 
ing me Vices ſtood both uncondemned, and 
, in WhraQtiſed by moſt of them: And as to thoſa 
ole great Names among them, who roſe 


dove the common Level, and are diſtin- 
iſhed by the Sublimity of their Sentiments, 
nd their nearer Approaches to Truth; their 
Dofrines and Precepts wanted the Sanction 


an oy, and therefore could go but a 
7re/-iitle way in gaining upon the Belief and 
the MWraQtice of the Worlt. 5 11 K. 6 
ances Wl At what a low Ebb the Religion of Na- 


was in St. Paul's Time, when human 


arning was near its Zenith, may be judged 
u from his Diſcourſe to the Men of Athens*; 
d from the firſt Chapter of his Epiſtle to 
Some Ke | | the 
i. Ac xvii. 23. | 
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they might have clearly ſeen his etern 


= 1 
the Romans, What ſhocking Degenery 
and Corruption do they there ſtand charge; 
with! What Blindneſs and Ignorance wit 
regard to the firſt Principle of all Religion! 
The World, ſays he, by Wiſdom knew ut 
GOD *. All the Learning of the School 
and the ſo much boaſted Philoſophy d 
Greece and Rome had not taught them the 
firſt Article of Nature's Creed; nor done 
much for them as the Light of Nature, dm 
as it was, and the Law of Conſcience, might 
have done; for in the viſible things of GOD 


Power and Godhead ; and the Law writtn 
in thetr Hearts, if carefully attended to 
would, in many Caſes, have ferved them for 
Monitor and judge, their Conſcienct 
bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts accujny 
or excufing them f: But, becoming vain it 
their Imaginations, their foohſh Heart wi 
darkened; and, profeſing themſelves wilt, 
they became Fools F. And yet theſe are the 
Men, whom the World makes ſuch a dt 
about; and, to know their Follies, is account: 
ed fo great a Part of our Wiſdom. | 
If we go-back®to the Time of the Deli 
very:of the Law, we ſhall, in like manne, 
find the whole World over-run with 100:-WM:.. 
try and Superſtition ; nor had all the Lean. 
ö T ort To IST SRD THHT--9017 6-7-4 hoy 


"®1Cor.i2r, +Rom.i2p 1 Rom. il , 
§ Rom. . * kc 


[9] 
ing of the Egyptians ſecured them from the 
common Infection: So weak a Fence has 
human Reaſon ever been againſt the Cor- 
ruptions of human Nature; and of ſuch ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity is a Divine Revelation, not 
only to enforce Obedience to, but alſo to 
W furniſh fallen Man with the Knowlege of, 
the Divine Will. What ſhall we ſay then 
of thoſe . 5 Men of Reaſon, who, in 
theſe latter Days, pretend to have found 
out a complete Syſtem of Duties, without 
being at all obliged to Revelation for the 
Diſcovery ? Who know ſo dextrouſly how 
to delineate the Religion of Nature by the 
Sufficiency of their own Skill, and to lay a 
Foundation for every Virtue in ſome new- 
invented Fitneſs and Congruity of Things : 
Sure, I think, we may ſay, that they them- 
ſelves are an Inſtance of the Defe& of their 
Schemes, by the want of at leaſt one Virtue, 
and that is Humility ; which would lead 
them to acknowlege the Helps they have 
received, and that, if they ſee farther than 
their Forefathers, it is not owing to the 
greater Sharpneſs of their Sight, but to the 
Eminence of their Station: They ſtand upon 
holy Ground, and are indebted to the Scrip- 
[tures (though they are not ingenuous enough 


to own it) for their Elevation. But to xe- 


turn: 


B Such 
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§ Rom, i. 21. 


[Ibs 1 
the Romans, What ſhocking Degenerxy 
and Corruption do they there ſtand charge! 
with! What Blindneſs and Ignorance uit 
regard to the firſt Principle of all Religion! 
The World, ſays he, by Wiſdom knew nt 
GOD *. All the Learning of the Schoch 
and the ſo much boaſted Philoſophy a 
Greece and Rome had not taught them the 
firſt Article of Nature's Creed, nor done 5 
much for them as the Light of Nature, dm 
as it was, and the Law of Conſcience, might 
have done ; for in the vifible things of GOD 
they might have clearly feen his eterud 
Power and Godhead + ; and the Law writtn 
in thetr Hearts, if carefully attended to; 
would, in many Caſes, have ferved them fir 
8 Monitor and judge, their Conſcience 
bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts accuſny 
or excufing them : But, becoming vain it 
their Imaginations, their fooliſh Heart uu 
darkened; and, profeſſing themſelves wil 
they became Fools F. And yet theſe are thr 
Men, whom the World makes ſuch a dt 
about; and, to know their Follies, is account: 
ed ſo great a Part of our Wiſdom. 
If we go back to the Time of the Del 

of the Law, we ſhall, in like manner 
find the whole World over-run with Idol 
try and Superſtition ; nor had all the Lea 


" ®1Cor.i.2r, +Rom.i2y 1 Rom. i. , 


„„ oP | 
ing of the Egyptians ſecured them from the 
common Infection : So weak a Fence has 
human Reaſon ever been againſt the Cor- 
zuptions of human Nature; and of ſuch ab- 
ſolute Neceflity is a Divine Revelation, not 
only to enforce Obedience to, but alſo to 
furniſh fallen Man with the Knowlege of, 
the Divine Will. What ſhall we ſay then 
Jof thoſe . 5 Men of Reaſon, who, in 
cheſe latter Days, pretend to have found 
out a complete Syſtem of Duties, without 
being at all obliged to Revelation for the 
Diſcovery ? Who know ſo dextrouſly how 
to delineate the Religion of Nature by the 
Sufficiency of their own Skill, and to lay a 
Foundation for every Virtue in ſome new- 
invented Fitneſs and Congruity of Things: 
Sure, I think, we may ſay, that they them- 
ſelves are an Inſtance of the Defe& of their 
Schemes, by the want of at leaſt one Virtue, 
and that is Humility ; which would lead 
them to acknowlege the Helps they have * 
received, and that, if they fee farther than 
their Forefathers, it is not owing to the 
greater Sharpneſs of their Sight, but to the 
Eminence of their Station: They ſtand upon 
holy Ground, and are indebted to the Scrip- 
tures (though they are not ingenuous enough 
to own it) for their Elevation. But to re- 


turn: 
B Such 
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[10 ] 
Such was the State and Condition of th, n 
World, with reſpe& to Religion, when i; 
pleaſed Almighty God to reveal the Ly MW: 
by Moſes to the Children of Mrael; to point 
out to them the Nature of Sin (by which nt 
they had fallen from the Love of Goy), 
and to be a Means of recovering them from 
this Apoſtaſy; for a mere external Obe. te. 
dience was not the End of the Law, an 
farther than ſuch Obedience was an Exprel- 
ſion and Teſt of their Love of Gop, which ri. 
our Saviour ſtyles the firſ# and great Cin- 
mandment *: They were to be a People 
conſecrated to Gop according to that ven 
ſignificant Memento, written on the Mitre 
of Aaron, — Holineſs to the LOR Dy; 
and to have the Lord for their GOD meant 
nothing leſs than to have him for the ſol 
Happineſs of their Lives, and Object df 
their Affections, as well as for their Lau- 
giver and Governour, Nor is it to be doubt- 
ed, that many of thoſe Rites and Ord 
nances, which ſeem to have little or no Re- 
lation to a ſpiritual Worſhip, were yet cl 
culated for that End, by ſerving as Em- 
blems of ſome divine Truth, to repreſent 
the diſtempered Condition of human Nature, 
to ſeparate them from the Commerce and 
Pollutions of the Heathens, or ſome way t. 
engage their Attention in ſuch a manner , 

| mig 
* Matth. xxii. 38. + Exod. xxvili. 36. 


Ei 

might lead them to the Love of Go b, or 
Peep them from any Hindrance to it. Cer- 
ain it is, that the Rite of Circumciſion, 
which had been inſtituted long before, is 
interpreted, both by Moſes * and St. Paul , 
as a Figure of inward Purity of Heart; and 
thoſe only were called true Fews by the lat- 
ter, which were ſuch, not outwardly, but 
Envardly f. We know, therefore, that the 
Law was ſpiritual, and required inward Pu- 
Writy, as well as outward Practice, according 
to that Command of the LoRD by Me/es to 
the Children of Jrael, Ye ſhall be holy ; for 
I, the Lord your GOD, am holy . 


paſs, that Juſtification was not by the Law; 
for it is written, By the Works of the Law 
all no Fleſh be juſtified|| . St. Pau} has 
ſatisfied this Queſtion, where he tells us, 
that the Law wwas weak through the Fleſb * x. 
The Commandment as indeed holy, juſt, and 
Lead ++, and the Law a perfect Rule of 
Duty, and he Man that did the things con- 
tained in it, ſhould have lived by them WF : 
But where was the Man, the Man Chr:# 
Jeſus excepted, that ever did them? The 
Weakneſs of the Fleſh, the Impotnece of 
fallen Nature, was ſuch, that no Man ever 


B 2 did 
Ry Deut. x. 16. + Rom. ii. 29. + Ibid. 5 Le- 
* Gal. ij. 16. ** Rom. viii. 3. 
F Rom. vii. 12. Rom. x. 5. 


But this being the Caſe, how comes it to 
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[ x2 ] 
did or could pay that perfect Obedience 
which the Law required; and fo all cany 
under the Curſe of it; for it is written 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in ql 
things which are written in the Book of th 
Law to do them *, Herein then the Lay 
failed, in that it gave not Strength to thok 
that were under it, to pay that perfect Ob. 
dience, which it exacted; and yet paſſe 
Sentence of Death, in Caſe of Diſobedience 
and ſo became the Miniſtration of Conde: 
nation. But were not Sacrifices appointed 
by the Law, in Caſe of Tranſgreſſions, and 
thereby a Cure provided for the Diſeaſe 
They were indeed appointed; but, ala! 
they went but a little Way towards the Cur: 
wanted; they could only /an&#ify outwarihf 
to the purifying of the Fleſh ; but coul 
not take away Sink, nor make the Contr 
thereunto perfect ||. The Blood of Bulk 
and Goats could not waſh away inherent 
Corruption, and purge the Conſcience fra 
dead Works, —— No, it cofts more to redeen 
a Soul from Death; and, were it left to that 
it muſt be let alone for ever **, 

Thus far then the Matter ſeems not mend 
ed; and the Law, inſtead of being Gain, lu 
brought Loſs to the Soul; for, under ti 
View of it, Sin is become exceeding *. | 
and, 


*. Gal. iii. ro. + 2 Cor. iii. 9. 4 Heb. l. 
§ Heb. x. 4. | Heb. x. J. Pf. xlix. 8. 


24 1 
End, as tbe Sting of Death is Sin, ſo the 
W6rength of Sin is the Lau“. The Light it 
Woives, ſerves to ſet our Tranſgreſſions before us, 
In full View, with aggravated Guilt ; and Sin, 
ollowed by Conviction, comes home with 
aouble Force, and gives the Soul a deeper 
Wound. May we not then recur to the 
former Queſtion, and aſk, To what then 
»rvcth the Law? The Anſwer to which is 
the ſecond End aſſigned by St. Paul to that 
Diſpenſation : The Law was our School- 

maſter to bring us unto CHRIST. 
Though the Law and the Goſpel ſtand 
diſtinguiſhed under different Titles, and as 
different Covenants, yet are they but two 
Manifeſtations of the one great Scheme of 
he Redemption of the World by FESUS 
CHRIST. The former, in every Part of 
it, points and leads to this End. The Law, 
in its Time and Place, was the Twilight of 
the Day of Grace; and the Shining of the 
Face of Moſes, as that of the Morning- 
Star, Harbinger to that Sun of Righteouſnets, 
which afterwards aroſe with Healing in his 
Vingst. If we trace back the mighty De- 
lerer to the firſt Promiſe of his Coming, 
e ſhall find Chriſtianity nearly as old as 
the Creation ; and I make no Doubt of the 
Truth of this Aſſertion, That, from the Ac- 
| count 


* 1 Cor. xv. 56. Gal. iti. 24. § Exod. xxxi /. 
„ t Mal. iv. 2. 7 | 


_ CTY 


* ——— — — — —— — 
— — T2 


— — 


——- 


= 
n — 752 4 _ 


8 EDS bp _— — — 2 p >< 
2 UPI tw ————Ʒe vf B — ꝑͥ²y «„ — 


[ 14 ] 
count of the Fall to the End of the Book q 
Geneſis, there is not a ſingle Narrative hy 
what has a ſpecial Reference to CRI 
and our Redemption by him; and that ſony 
Part or other of this great Myſtery is ſigh; 
fied and repreſented to us all along unde 
the Truth of the Hiſtory. But to return: 
The Law ſerved as a Schoolmaſter t 
bring ſuch as were under it to CHRisr, chiefy 
by the condemning Power of it; for as mz. 
ny as were under the Law, were under th 
Curſe of it *. The Sin of Adam was be. 
come the Sin of every Man's own Perſon; 
and Death, both temporal and eternal, had 
paſſed upon all, by the double Right and 
Title of original and actual Sin. Burt, behold 
the Wiſdom, and Power, and Goodneſs df 
Gop! who, out of Weakneſs, ordaineth 
Strength, and turneth the Powers of Dea 
and Satan to the Deſtruction of their own 
Kingdom; for the poor helpleſs Soul, find Wc: 
ing the Sentence of Death in itſelf, ſinking 
under the Terrors of the Law, and the 
dreaded Wrath of a ſin-avenging Goo, and 
deſpairing to obtain Salvation by its owt 
Righteouſneſs, caſts itſelf upon the Mercy 
of Gop, as deſirous to have it in the way d 
Free- gift &: And in this State of Angull 
and Diſtreſs the Ceremonial Law comes in t 
its Relief; and, under its various n 
an 


* Gal. iii. 10. $ Rom. v. 16. 


7 


[ 15 ] 


Id other Types and Figures, exhibits the 


om the Avenger of Blood *, even ChRisr, 
IIe End of the Law for Righteouſneſs +, to 
In that believed on him then, as well as 
ow: So that Repentance and Faith in 
CyrIST were the Means of Salvation (tho' 
jo expreſs Terms of the Covenant) under 
he Law, as well as the Goſpel, Abra- 
am, ſays our Saviour, ſaw my Day, and 
us glad &: And all ſpiritual Fews, who 
vere the Children of Abraham's Faith, ſaw 
e fame, and were glad likewiſe. But, as 
o the Generality, it was not ſo with them; 
hey contented themſelves with being Fews 
nly in the Letter, and with that Circumci- 
on, which was outward in the Fleſh +, and, 
ike titular Chriſtians now-a-days, placed 
he Whole of Religion in the Outſide of it: 
They paſſed over the more ſubſtantial Du- 
ies of the Moral Law, and reſted in the 
eremonial, without carrying on their View 
o the End and Deſign of their Sacrifices, or 
eaping any ſpiritual ' Benefit from their di- 
ne Ordinances : By which groſs Abuſe and 
eglect, they became to them Statutes that 
rere not good, carnal Commandments with- 
ut Uſe and Meaning, and the Whole of 
eir Worſhip a meer bodily Exerciſe, that 

CRE profited 


Numb. xxxv. 12. f Rom. x. 4. S John viii. * 
Rom. ii. 28. © | 


Preat Deliverer, the true City of Refuge 
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profited nothing *, In order to remedy the 
Abuſes, and to preſerve the Life and Poe 
of Religion among them, Gop Almighy 
was pleaſed to raiſe up an Order of Men, d 
an abſtemious and mortified Life, who, in 
the Spirit of Prophecy, denounced Gon 
Threatnings and Judgments upon the Cor. 
ruptions both of Prieſts and People, an 
boldly rebuked, even Kings, for their irrel. 
gious Backſlidings: They were earneſt in 
preaching up Repentance, and ſolid Piety; in 
_. condemning the [n:quzty of their holy things, 

their commuting Sacrifices, and vain Ole 
tions +; and in directing their Views and 
Hopes to the Mefjah, and his ſpiritual King- 
dom, both through their typical Repreſer 
tations of him, and by expreſs Propheci 
concerning him. But neither had this Pr. 
viſion the deſired Effect: TI/rael did nt 
know ; for this People would not conſider |: 
Inward Reformation they were averſe to, 
and theſe holy Meſſengers were accounted 
no better than Enthuſiaſts and Madmen; 
they perſecuted and flew them. 

Such was the State of the Jewiſb Chur 
when CHR1ST, the great Author of ou 
Salvation, made his Appearance in the Flell 
and tabernacled among Men. The Serie 
of the T emple, and the outward Forms a 

Religion, 


* 1 Tim. iv. 8. 5 Exod. xxvili. 38; f [a 
1 IGi. i. 3, 


„ 


Religion, were indeed kept up; but the 


Neſs Power of Godlineſs was not: And in this 
wer Wodgment we cannot be miſtaken, when the 
A W:icteſt Set amongſt them ſtands charged 
0 


Wy our Bleſſed Lon n in ſo many Places 
Nich Formality and Hypocriſy :' The Words 


n the following Verſe, in Support of the 
Wocrine contained in them, are urged with 
Wrcat Propriety, Application, and Inſtruc- 
jon; and do alſo ſet forth the greater Pu- 


zl iy and Perfection of the Chriſtian Religion; 
10 \t the Approach of which the Veil ſhould 


e done away from off the Face of Moſes ; 
he ſhadowy Repreſentations af our Re- 
lemption by Types and Figures give place 
o the Manifeſtation of the great Redeemer 
Perſon ; and the many cumberſome Ritcs 
nd Ceremonies of the Moſaic Law be ſu- 
erſeded by Goſpel Purity and Holineſs. 
be Hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
Fr or ſhippers ſhall worſkip the Father in Spirit 
ind in Truth, © 
Theſe Words are evidently expreſſive of 
he Power of Godlineſs, or divine Life, in 
he Soul, which is elſewhere ſtyled by oux 


Ind it is in this Light I ſhall briefly conſi- 


| . | .  $6nte, 
* Luke xvii 21. 


Wherefore before us, and the Argument uſed 


LORD, the Kingdom of God within us * :. 


ler Chriſtianity in what remains of this Dit- 
ourſe; Nor indeed can it, in any other 


——— uyᷣ—k„ͤ— — — — — — —A— oo >, 
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Senſe, be called, as it truly and emphaticy} 
is, the Power of God unto Salvation, © 
That true Religion is ſomething ſpiritul 
and perfective of the Soul, is clearly tt 
Voice of Reaſon, as well as of Revelation 
and the Argument made uſe of by our 5. 
viour to prove it, is drawn from a ration 
Apprehenſion of Go p as a Spirit: Andx 
the great Object, ſo likewiſe the Subject, ii 
all Religion, is ſpiritual (for the Soul is d 
divine Original); and conſequently all Rely 
tion and Intercourſe betwixt them muſt |; 
ſpiritual : But there is one great Reaſon ii 
behind, why true and ſaving Religion mul 
needs be ſpiritual ; and that is, the Conditin 
of our Nature in Conſequence of the Fil 
The human Soul had thereby ſuffered 1 
deadly Wound; the Image of Gop, in which 
conſiſted its Happineſs and Perfection, ws 
departed from it; and that Temple, in whict 
the Holy Trinity delighted to dwell, was be. 
come polluted and defiled with Sin, and: 
Neft of unclean Spirits. Here then wi 
ſpiritual Malady to be cured, a Loſs of ſome 
thing ſpiritual and divine to be reſtored, and 
all the Powers of Hell to be ſubdued; tos 
FRrrong Man armed, that kept the Houſe, mul 
be diſlodged by one that is fronger ibu 
he x. But where was the mighty Chap 
Pion to effect the vaſt Deſign ? Fallen 1 
| _ ike 


— Fix TERS 


* Luke xi. 22. 
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Wc Samſon ſhorn of his Strength, was faſt. 
ond in the Hands of the Enemy; and, 


ru nong the Angels, none was found able to 
J ti WW liver him. Here then appeared the Good- 
_ Nes of Go p, in laying Help upon one that 
ur $ 


Ws Mighty * : Herein was manifeſted the 
W ove of CHRIST, in taking the Government 
this great Work upon his Shoulder . 
he Union of the divine and human Nature 
as the only Expedient found ſufficient for 
e Recovery of a loſt World; and it needs 
nuſt be, that the Son of Gop become 
Nan, that the Children of Men might be- 
ome the Sons of Gon. The Promiſe, 
hat the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the 
ſerpent's Head , was the firſt Diſcovery 
of this ſtupendous Myſtery ; and the im- 
ortant Buſineſs of our Redemption com- 
enced immediately upon it, and was Car- 
ied on from that Time under a wonderful 
bucceſſion of Providences and Diſpenſations 
owards its bleſſed Completion. 

But was this myſterious Union to be tranſ- 
Red only in the Perſon of the ever-adorable 
Redeemer ? Not ſo: It was indeed begun in 
him ; but through him it was to take place 
in every individual Soul of the human Race, 


died, even ſo in CaR18T ſhould all be made 
C2 alive, 


Paal. Ixxxix, 20. + IGi. ix. 6. 1 Gen. iii. 15. 


* 
— — rr r oe Sogn yr ore ww 2 the... , 


"DS. WW Ez yy, + . - 


in order to its Salvation; that, as in Adam all 


[ 20 ] 
alive (a). As much of the Divine Perfe. 
tions as was loſt to the Soul by the comny. 
nicated Infection of Sin from the fit 
Adam, muſt be derived into it from the ft. 
cond Adam, as from another Fountain 
the human Race, that both he that ſanij. 
eil, and they who are ſandtiſied, may k 
all of one (b), Nothing that is extrinſick v 
the Nature of the Soul, or that paſſes with. 
out it, can redeem a fallen Soul; but it mul 
be faſhioned anew, and a Meetneſs for Clan 
formed in the inmoſt Eſſence of it; for Cyr: 
ruption cannot inherit Incorruption (c 
And, therefore, make me à clean Heart, ( 
GOD, and renew a right Spirit witlin 
me (d), was not only the Prayer of Dai, 
but alſo of every other enlightened Perla 
under the Law, as well as fince, from a ful 
Conviction of this Truth. Our Bleſſed Logo 
bears Teſtimony to the Neceſſity of thi 
great Change or Renovation, which mult 
paſs upon the Soul, to qualify it for Blils, n 
that ſolemn Afeveration to Nicodemus : Je. 
rily, . verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a Mat 
be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdm i 
GOD (e). And did the Doctrine of Rege- 
neration reſt only upon this ſingle Text, vt 
muſt allow it ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ; but 
this is ſo far from being the Caſe, that . 


(4) x Cor. xv, 22. (6) Heb. ii. 11. (ec) 1 Cor 
50, (#4) Plallizo. (e) John iii. 3. 


ö 1 f 
et forth under a great Variety of ſimilar 


1 

1 

= 
IJ 


W Expreſſions, on purpoſe that we might be 
left in no Uncertainty as to the Truth and 
Meaning of it: As where the true Chriſtian 
W is ſaid to put on Chrift (a); to have him 


| dwelling in his Heart by Faith (6) ; to be 


8 renewed in the Spirit of his Mind (c); and 


that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the Sons of God (d). In like man- 
ner, — the new Creature (e); the new 
Man (f) ; the Sancti fication of the Spirit (g); 
to be born of the Spirit (h; and to be alive 
unto God through Jeſus Chriſt (i); do all im- 
ply a new Principle of Life in the Soul, 
which it has not in its natural State, and 
evince the Truth of this fundamental Article 
of our Faith to a Demonſtration : Nor does 
it ſtand only in the Strength of a few picked 
Paſſages, but makes a conſiderable Part of 
the Language of the New Teſtament : Nay, 
it is both the Bottom and Top of all Reli- 
gion: All that CHRIS T has done and ſuf- 
tered, was in order to bring about this great 
Work of Regeneration in us; and the Sa- 
craments he ordained, are only the out- 
ward viſible Signs and Means of it: In a 
Word, all that Man has to do in this World 
is to labour after, and obtain it; and all the 
_ Happinefs 

) Rom. xiii. 14. (b) Eph. iii. 17. (c) Eph. iv. 
23. (d) Rom. viii. 14. (e) 2 Cor. v. 17. 


) Eph. iv. 24. (g) 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. () John iii. 8. 
Rom, vi. 11. : 


[2 ] 
Happineſs he expects in the next, muſt be 
the Refult of it. | 

Let us now, in one ſhort View, ſce how 
all the chief Duties of the Chriſtian Religion 
accord and harmonize 'with this Principle 
Repentance, and Faith, confeſſedly ſtand at 
the Head of this Catalogue ; and theſe are 
the Ground-work of this new Building, the 
two main Pillars of Goſpel Salvation. Jol 
the Baptiſt came to prepare the Way, by 
preaching the former; and his great Maſter 
began his Miniſtry with Repent, and beliey 
the Goſpel *. Secondly, The Evangelical Vi 
tues of Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Hope, 
Charity, Sc. are all inward Habits and 
Graces relative to the ſpiritual Life; ſuch a 
diſpoſe the Soul for the Communications of 
the Holy Spirit, and make it a fit Manſion 
for his ſacred Reſidence. Thirdly, The Do- 
ctrines of Self-denial and Mortification, lid 
down in the Goſpel, are greatly ſubſervient 
to this End, as the Practice of theſe Duties 
tends to purify the Soul from all the Drols 


and Diſorder of irregular Paſſions, and keeps | 


it free from all undue Attachments to the 
Things of this World, which, by irreſiſtibl 
Diſtractions, call off the Attention from Di- 
vine Truths, fix it on ſenſible Objects, and 
render the Mind incapable of ſavouring tit 


Things that be of Go p: It is therefore k 
tus 


Mark i. 15. 
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Wis kind of holy Violence committed on 
E ourſelves, that we reſiſt the Motions of cor- 
| cupt Nature, break thoſe Bands aſunder 
E which tie down the Affections to Things be- 
© low, and ſo take the Kingdom of Heaven 
by Force. Laſtly, This Principle of Divine 
Life and Love, wrought in us by the Holy 
| Spirit, ſtands cloſely connected with the whole 
W Syſtem of Chriſtian Morality ; it is the only 


ſure Foundation on which it can reſt, the 
true Source from which it derives both its 
Beauty and Virtue : This is the Altar which 


ſancliſietʒh the Gift in all our Offerings. 


Whilſt we act in and from this Principle, 4 
Cup of cold Water ſhall intitle us to a Re- 
ward“; and, without it, though we give 
all our Goods to feed the Poor, and our Bo- 
dies to be burned tor Religion, it will profit 
us nothing +. As therefore, when we add 
unto our Faith Virtue, we give Evidence of 
its being a Goſpel and living Faith; ſo when 
our Virtue proceeds from our Faith, as the 
genuine Effect and Fruit of it; and we can 
truly ſay with the Apoſtle, The Life, which 
I now live in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith 
of the Son of GO D, who loved me, and gave 
bimſelf for me ; our Works then, and only 
then, become good and acceptable to Gan 
by Jxsus CHRIST. 

We 


Matth. x. 2. + x Cor. xiii 3. 5 Gal. ii. 20. 
. 
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We have had much Diſputing of ly, 
about Juſtification, whilſt ſome have take 
the Side of Faith, and others that of Jr}, 
thus dividing thoſe Things which Gop hath 
cloſely joined together in the Chriſtian Lite, 
and therefore no Man ought to put then 
aſunder. If indeed no more was meant hy 
Faith than a mere hiſtorical Faith, a har 
Aſſent of the Mind to the Credibility af 
Things (in the Language of the Schools), x 
far forth as credible; a Belief of ſomething 
extorted by Dint of Argument, rifing no 
higher than moral Evidence can force it, and 
finking again under the Objections of ever 
fubtle Diſputant ; if this be all that is meant 
by Go/pel Faith, it would indeed be Matter 
of Wonder, if ſuch a Faith could juſtify: li 
this were a ſaving Faith, I ſhould think the 
very Devils capable of Salvation. But fure- 
ly we do not mean, that this is the Fati 
of which St. Paul ſpeaks ſo many great and 
glorious Things; that Faith by which tit 
Saints of old /ubdued Kingdems, wrougit 
Righteouſneſs, obtained the Promiſes, ſtufjei 
the Mouths of Lions *, and did ſo may 
other marvellous Works; It cannot be fail 
that ſuch is the Faith defined by the {amt 
Apoſtle to be the Subſtance of Things hijid 
for, the Evidence of Things not ſeen ; 2s 

| til | 


* Heb, xi. 33. 1 Heb. xi. 1. 


1 „ 

ing us into a kind of preſent Poſſeſſion of 
e Promiſes, and ſetting Divine Truths be- 
ore the Mind in all the Light and Power 
t Demonſtration: It cannot, I am ſure, 
With any Truth or Propriety, be ſo ſaid of 
The Faith then that we contend for, as 
Fuly Chriſtian and juſtifying, does not ariſe 
rom hiſtorical Evidence only; much leſs 
Joes it conſiſt in forced Speculations, or the 
@ncertain Concluſions of human Reaſon ; but 
of higher Extraction, even the Gift of 
OD#*: It is a Seed of the Divine Life in 
he Soul, growing up in a gradual Approach 
Wowards Perfection, and bringing forth the 
ruits of the Spirit; a Faith working by 
Loe +, producing Obedience to all God's 
ommands, and abounding in good Works, 
cording to that Meaſure of Abilities which 
op hath given us: It is a Power from 
dn high, at once enlightening and convert- 
ng the Soul; it is that Victory whereby we 
ercome the World : And, to ſum up all in 
his emphatical Concluſion, it is hereby 
hat CHRIST becomes Immanuel; or God 
th us , and is made unto us Wiſdom, and 
Kughteouſneſs, and Santtification, and Re- 

lemption || . | 


D Chriſtia- 


* Eph. ii. 8. F Gal. v. 6. § 1 John v. 4. 
Match. i, 23. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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Chriſtianity thus conſidered as a ſpiritu 
Religion, and thus highly perfective of th 
Soul, comes repreſented in all the Beauty 
Holineſs, and worthy of the Son of Gos 
for its Author: In this View of it, Cam 
crucified, though to the carnal Man a Sun. 
bling-block, and to the ſelf-conceited Phils 
ſopher Fool:/hneſs, is, to us who believe, 4. 
Power of GOD, and the Wiſdom of GOD* 
But how different a Picture of it has be 
drawn by ſeveral of the contending Parti 
of profeſſing Chriſtians, and how unlike 
the Divine Original! How has Zeal for Ce 
remonies, or Zeal againſt them, uſurped the 
Place of ſubſtantial Piety! What Str 
about Matters of Opinion (and oftentimes 
the greateſt Animoſities where the leaſt Di 
terence), inſtead of that Wiſdom ulich uM 
from above, and is firſt pure, then feat. 
able +! And (O may it never be repeated!) 
inſtead of Brotherly-kindneſs and Charty, 
what Violence and Bloodſhed, on account d 
Religion, have disfigured the Face of Chriſien- 
dem, as if the Wrath of Man were the oi 
effectual Way to work the Righteouſneſs i 
GOD#! Good Gop! That thy pure aid 
holy Religion, which was deſigned to k- 

cover 


1 Cor. i. 18, 24, + Jam. iii. 17. Jam. i. 20 
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W. ver in us the Divine Nature and Image, 


tw 

tle ould be made an Occaſion and Pretence 
r committing ſuch Outrages as are even . 
300 1 Reproach and Diſgrace to Humanity! Bleſ- 
und JESUS! That thoſe, who are called 
tun Wy thy moſt holy Name, ſhould turn the 
bi- fe! of Peace into a two-edged Sword, to 

wound and deſtroy | 


Are we agreed in Eſſentials? Why then 
Jo we quarrel about Circumſtantials? Are 


rt re all Members of the ſame Body? Why 
alike en do the Fellow-members war one againſt- 
(: WWWnother ? Are we all the Sons of one Fa- 
| the her travelling towards the ſame Country ? 


hy then do Brethren thus fall out by the 
ay? Men may profeſs what they pleaſe; 
nd boaſt of their outward Churches, all they 
leaſe; but, whilſt they want a Catholick Spi- 
it of Love, they want one neceſſary Mark of 
heir being of the holy Catholick Church of 
HRIST. It was from juſt ſuch a Narrow 
ay of Thinking, the ſame Contractedneſs 


en- f Heart, occaſioned by placing the Whole 
aun ff Religion in outward Things, and little 
12 hinge, that the Woman, in the Chapter 
E 


from whence the Text is taken, ſaid to our 
LORD; How is it that thou, being a Jew, 
oſeeſt Drink of me, who am a Woman of Sa- 
maria? And it is from the fame Principle, 


D 2 that 
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for ever, either here or there, in that con. 


the Decrees of a Pope or Council? Limits 
to any particular human Eſtabliſhment? 0 


Extent, even in the Hearts of all Chriſtin 


ſperſed: And where there is true Repentanc 


—— — 


- = — — 4 — 
— —_—_—_— — | 


[ 28 ] 
that the ſame Spirit ſtill prevails ; and thy 
under a Religion which teaches the my 
diffuſive Benevolence and Charity, whilſt h 
many in the ſeveral Churches of Chriſt, 
dom harden their Hearts againſt their Br. 
thren as Hereticks and Reprobates, ſaying 
Here is CHRIST, or, lo! there. Is the 
CHRIST, who is over all, GOD bft 


fined Senſe which theſe Men ſuppole? | 
he, by a Majority of Voices, tied down 


ſhut up within the narrower Incloſure d 
any Sect dividing from it? It ought not u 
be ſo faid; for his Kingdom is of vide 


however outwardly diſtinguiſhed or d. 


and Faith, Humility, Simplicity, and Pur 
ty of Heart; there is the Temple in whid 
he delighteth to dwell : This is the ts 
Communion of Saints; for they are inf 
enced and guided by one and the ſame Ha 
Spirit: This is that myſtical Body, of whic 
CHRIST is the ſupreme and ſole Head; a! 
here only the Fa TER is worſhipped i 
Spirit, and in Truth, SE 
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But 


29 


tea But muſt there not be an Outward and 
mot viable, as well as an Inward and Spiritual 
t 6 Church ? Yes, ſurely : The King's Daugb- 
en ter, as interpreted of the Church, 7s indeed 


Bre. WA all glorious within *; glorious in the Orna- 


ig ent of 2 meek and quiet Spirit, and glo- 
th A rious in the Charms of unaffected Piety, and 
eſel all Divine Graces : But then ſhe is alſo 
con- WW comely and decent in her Apparel; her Go- 
veernment afſch Diſcipline, her Offices and 
n WW Ceremonies, have their Beauty and Fitneſs, 
ae their Uſe and Excellency : Like the Scrip- 
(BE ure +, they are profitable for Doctrine, for 
e Reprocf, for Correction, for Inſtruction in 
tu R:ghteouſneſs; and generally neceſſary for 
e the more orderly training and building us 
up in the Divine Life. It is by the outward 
„ 1 cachings of the Word, a right and due 
ance Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and a re-- 
ur. gular and ſolemn Celebration of Divine Ser- 
hence, under Go p's Bleſſing, that the Mind 
mes impreſſed with ſaving Truths, the Aﬀec- 
1 tions raiſed to heavenly Things, and the 
01] 


Work of Grace both begun and carried on 
in the Heart: And therefore for any one to 
argue from the foregoing Doctrine in ſuch 
a Way as might leſſen, either the Expe- 

3 diency 


* Pal. xlv. 14; + 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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ſent as a living Sacrifice, holy, and acceptai} 


EF 
diency or Neceſſity of an outward Miniſtry 
and Worſhip, would be grofily pervyeriing 
our Saviour's Words; would be arguing 
againſt Scripture, and the conſtant Practice 
of the Church in all Ages; and would tend 
to exclude one Part of the human Nature 
from its Share in the Service of G o p, even 
thoſe Bodies, which we are taught to pre. 


unto GOD, which is our reaſonable Services 
But then we are to remember, that as the 
Soul is of a more excellent Nature than the 
Body, ſo is the Part it bears in the great 
Buſineſs of Religion; and therefore, hilt 
we hold faſt the Form, let us give the mir: 
earneſt Heed, that we alſo worſhip the Fl. 
THE R in Spirit and in Truth. 

Permit me to conclude with a Word of 
Exhortation, addreſſed to you, my younger | 
Brethren in the Miniſtry. It is indeed with 
an humble Senſe of my great Weakneſ, 
and a deep Conſciouſneſs of my Unworthi- 
neſs (1 ſpeak not this in a feigned Humility), 
that I take this Office upon me; but I hope 
my well-meant Zeal and Love will plcad 
its Excuſe: But need I make any Apology 
{or it? Is there not a Cauſe, and is * not a 

Ine, 
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WTime, to exhort and encourage one another, 
like true Yoke-fellows, in the good Work 
chat is given us to do, when Infidels and 
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coffers do the ſame in the worſt of Cauſes ; 


ay, have ſet up their Banners for Tokens, 
and appear in open Defiance againſt he 
Lo R D, and againſt his Anointed? Go p 
be praiſed, we have not wanted, nor do yet 
want, our Champions to go forth againſt 
theſe uncircumciſed Philiſtines, to chaſtiſe 
them with their own Weapons. Their Ar- 


uments and Objections drawn from Rea- 


ſon, Philoſophy, and human Learning, have 


been fully anſwered in Defences rational, 
philoſophical, and learned; and the Shafts, 
which have been taken on both Sides out of 
the ſame Quiver, have proved, on theirs, 
but as broken Reeds, whilſt ours have been 
as Arrows in the Hand of the Giant. But, 
though ſo often confuted, we have not yet 
been able to put to Silence the Ignorance of 
theſe fooliſh Men : What ſtill remains want- 
ing to this End, may your Learning and 
Abilities ſupply ! —— Go forth, and be va- 
lant for the Truth; and may the Ene- 
. of the LORD be found Liars before 
you | | 

But true Religion hath its Adverſaries of 


other Denominations, with whom we have 


to 


[ 32 ] 


to do, as the openly Vicious and Profane 
and its falſe Friends, no leſs dangerous Exe. 
mies, the ſelf-righteous Moraliſt, and the de. 
cent external Profeſſor, who ſleeps fo ſound 
upon the ſoft Pillows of his Forms, By 
neither are we unprovided for theſe alſo; 
for we have Weapons of a Divine Temper 
taken from the Armoury of G op, where. 
with to engage all that oppoſe the Truth 
or hold the ſame in Unrighteouſneſs: ( 
this Number are he Sword of the Spiri, e. 
Which is ſharp and powerful, the Shield i 
Faith, and the Breaſtplate of Righteoujn|, 
Thus appointed, my dear Brethren, we may 
declare boldly, not only againſt the Un. 
righteouſneſs, but alfo againſt the Self. 
righteouſneſs, of Men (that abominable lad 
of Pride, before which ſo many fall down, 
and worſhip ; that filthy Cover of polluted 
Rags, that hinders Sinners from ſeeing the 
Corruption of their Nature, and the Rotten- 
neſs of their Hearts); and ſhall be mghy, 
through GOD, to the pulling down the Strmg- 
Holds of Sin and Satan, caſting down al 
Imaginations, and every high thing that es. 
alteth itſelf againſt the Knowlege of Go0, 
end bringing into Captivity every Thougit u 
the Obedience of CAHRISE®, 4 

40 
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LORD; And, to a World decking an 


the Neceſſity of being born again, of be 


L 34}. 

To a World thus ſettled on its Lt, 
thus ſunk in Softneſs, and wrapped uy j 
all the Deluſions of a ſeeming Securiy 
and falſe Peace; we are to cry aloud, 20 
ſhew the Folly, Sin, and Danger of eye 
State and Condition that comes ſhort of ; 
Goſpel Righteouſneſs. A World thus he. 
ſotted, aſleep, and dead in Treſpaſſes ay 
Sins, is to be awakened, not by ſom 
{ſmooth Lectures on moral Virtue, but hy 
ſounding in their Ears the Terrors f f. 


contenting itſelf with the outward Form 
of a Phari/aical Religion, we muſt prea 


ing created in CHRIST FESUS un 
good Works +, and of that inward Rig. 
conſneſs and Holineſs, without which u 
Man fhall fee the LORD IT. And, 2 
any Difficulties and Diſcouragements tht 
may preſent themſelves to us in the Di: 
charge of this Duty, let us be Gallios n 
theſe Things: It is Comfort and Enco 
ragement ſufficient, that Truth is on out 
Side, and that the Gates of Hell ſhall ni 
prevail againſt it. Let not then Wickel, 
neſs in high Places, nor the denn, 


John ii. 3. f Eph. ii. zo. 4 Heb. vi 1 
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b of Ungodlineſs, make us afraid; for He 
Wwhoſe Cauſe we 1 whoſe Doctrine we 


preach and defend, and who hath all Power 


Heaven and in Earth *, He is, He will 
be, with us always, even unto the End +, 
b Amen. f 


= 


+ Matth. xxviii. 18. + Matth. xxwii. 20. 


